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Chapter 1: Situational Analysis

An Overview of the Development otnbound Tourism in HK

- Tourism asa Locomotiveof Hong Kongd s E ¢ donReocages

- A Surging Need for HK to Diversify its Tourism Products and Markets

- An Abundance of GeologicalHeritagesin HK Global Geopark promising Great Potential
for Adventure Tourism Development

Froma historical perspectivépurism haslong beenplaying a vital role in Hong Korfigs e c o n o my

since the latter shifted from an industrialto a service sectormodel in the late 19803/\ell
recognized as one of the four economic pillars of HK, the role of inbound tourism becomes even

moreimportant afterthe introduction of theéndividual Visit SchemgIVS) in 2003 which keeps

bringing tens of millionsof tourists fromMainland Chinaon a yearly basiandresuls in mainland

visitors now accounting for more than haffthe sectais revenue. (Figure 1)

Despite tlese seemingly positive figures has been observed apdinted out that the longprm
prospect is not that optimistigs HK is becoming ovetependent on one single country for its
prosperity Having been heavily dependent tre mainlanderdrom Chinaas the main source of
touri st ar r i v aécsnoniyovill bechestalkednecase theiskl® market shrinks or the
mainlanders get bored with the same destination someday.

Moreover, the economic success brought about by the Independent Visit Scheme is not
without costasa number of side effects have si@equently emerged.

For instance,dnd price increases and consumer goods become expensive for the locals; numerous local
shops have been forced to close down as they can no longer afford the skyrocketing rent offered by the
world famous brandsA high cancentration of tourists in urban areas also disturb the life of the local
residents, giving rise to social problems lid@ngestionsegregation and stereotyping, e%ocial
harmony and cohesioare tarnished by the hostilignd cultural difference betwa the locals and the
mainland tourists.

Moreover, with shoppingtilb ei ng t he mai HHong Komg iswisldlypdrceieecasa vi t y
shortstay city destination, with the average length of stay being roughly threeAdaggesultthe
benefits oftourism are spread too thinly. Someobservercommentedhat potentially very lucrative

forms of tourism continue to be ignored and underdeveloped in the ter¢iidly.2004)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_sector_of_industry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Individual_Visit_Scheme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mainland_China

To tackle the above problemsa surging demand for HK to diversify its matrked develop
other forms of tourism on top of its mainstream tourism activieglentified. There is an
urgent need for usto make tourists more aware d alternative forms of tourism

they can pursue.

In view of the above, there exists a demand and etiak niche forother forms oftourism to
flourish in HK. Afterour investigatiorand a mini survey carried out in Magustainable adventure
tourism can be one of the solutions to the said problemsviéihndhe multitude of geological gems
we examine in or site visits,we see HK Global Geopark as a potential destination for such

developmentThus, in this project, it is our objectitve
1) Stocktake all the geo and cultural heritages of HK Global Geopark

2) Analyze its potential to be developed into aestination of sustainable adventurgourism

and

3) Examine how different stakeholders, especially the business sector, andocatbased hotel,

to be specific, join hands and help to work towards this ultimate goal together.

It is hoped that after thistudy, we can get a better understanding of the beautiful HK Global
Geopark and its close relationship with the tourists, local citizens and different business sectors,
through which we can afterwards thrive to promote and display to the world and¢het ldiong

Kong which we Hong Kong citzens are proud of. We would like to inspire them that the
international image of Hong Kong does not have to be just a cityskytbcrapperbut can

also be a natural and healthy international metropolis.



Figure 1

Top 4 Popular Tourist Activities in Hong Kong

Rank of Popularity | Tourist Activities
1 Shopping
2 Sightseeing
3 Gastronomy
4 Clubbing




On 17 and 18 March 2015, ve interviewed 25 tourists in Tsim Sha Tsui. Only 11 of them
have heard about HK Global Geopark but 19 of them expressed great interest in exploring
the geological landforms in HK. This mini survey shows HK Global Geopark promisesuch
potential for further development!



