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What is Community Tourism?

• Local people take ownership of tourism
• Local people invite tourists into their local 

area
• The community is sure of itself and proud 

of what it is 



What and where are the Wicklow 
Mountains?

• East of Ireland
• 40 kilometres/25 miles from Dublin
• Caledonian Folding period
• Highest mountain peak ‘Lugnaquilla’ at 

926m O.D.
• Deep glaciated valleys
• Rich in history
• Ideal location for rebels to hide



What is the population of the 
Wicklow Mountains?

• Total population of Co. Wicklow in 2002: 
114,676

• Total population of Wicklow Mountains in 
2002: 15,620

• 14% of total population in the actual 
mountains



Access



Road

• M11
• N11
• N81



Rail

• DART



Bus

• Bus Éireann



Who are the Mountain Meitheal?

• Group of volunteers who undertake 
conservation and restoration projects

• meitheal, Irish word meaning ‘a working 
party’



Objectives:

• To protect and conserve the mountain and 
forest environment

• To spread an awareness of sustainable 
recreation

• To provide enjoyable projects



Amenities



Blessington Craft Centre

• Selection of pottery
• Hand and foot printing
• Pottery courses



Glendalough Visitors Centre

• Historical exhibition
• Audio-visual presentation
• Guided tours



Irish Music Visitors Centre

• The art of Bodhrán making
• Musical instruments
• Irish music book and CDs



Greenan Farm Museum and Maze

• The Farm Museum
• The Old Farmhouse Museum
• The Bottle Museum
• The Celtic and Solstice Maze



Powerscourt Springs Health Farm 
and Spa

• Facials
• Massages
• Body wraps
• Body exfoliants
• Body silhouettes
• Wellbeing therapies
• Waxing



Wicklow Mountains Autumn 
Walking Festival

• 11 walks
• Walks for all levels
• Opportunity to enjoy and appreciate the 

breathtaking beauty of the Wicklow 
Mountains



Amenities



Accommodation



Hotels and Guesthouses

• 25



Self-catering

• 37



Farmhouses

• 9



Hostels

• 5 An Óige Youth Hostels
• 2 Holiday Hostels



Caravan and Camping

• 6



Tourist Treasures



The Vale of Avoca

• “The Meeting of the Waters”, 
by Thomas Moore





Glendalough Heritage Site

• Medieval monastic settlement
• Dating back to 6th Century



Avondale House and Forest Park

• Audio-visual presentation
• Guided tours
• Nature trails
• Gift Shop



Powerscourt Waterfall and Estate

• Natural feature of river erosion
• Walking routes
• Japanese Sika Deer



Wicklow Mountains National Park

• Upland heath, bog and woodland
• Flora and fauna
• Lakes, mountains and rivers



Wicklow and Sally Gaps

• Scenic beauty
• Picnic areas
• Woodland



Treasures



The Film Industry



• The Hollywood of Europe
• Hollywood Hills, L.A., U.S.A.
• Ardmore Studios
• Michael Collins



• Braveheart
• Film Trails



Findings and
Conclusions





• Emigration is no longer stripping Ireland of 
young people

• Young married couples with young 
families

• Influx of Irish emigrants and non-nationals





• More job opportunities in tourism









• Therefore, there is a large tourism industry 
in Wicklow

• Tourism is important to business survival 
in Wicklow







Economic Impacts

• Positive:
• 42% directly employed in tourism
• Employment in secondary sector also 

benefits
• Negative:
• Tourism is seasonal



Physical Impacts

• Positive:
• Infrastructural Improvements 
• Negative:
• Environmental Damage



















Go raibh maith
agaibh go léir


